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Mary Lou LoPreste

e Mary Lou LoPreste’s identity as
businesswormin is infimately
vonmected to-her responsibility: and
vision as an envieomementalist, This
rare combination has manifested in
the precedent-setting Sun Harbor
Marina, 1 85 million develspunent on
tae San Diego Bayiront slated toopen
in May, 2005, When the ribhon s cut,
Sun Harbor will be the Arst maring in
Ul the 178 that is LEED certified, a riFor-
~ wous process that requires carefil
#lherence to principles of sustainable site development, witer sav-
ings, energy efficiency, sustainable materials selectinng and imdhonor
erndrenmental quality,

Tn o business world that bows to the bottom line as ifit were saered,
environmental ethies typically take & back seat to eeonomics, But
lor Lo Preste, using recyeled hine Jens for insulation, toxie fooe
paint, bamboo and installing low-flush toilets and waterless uri-
nils and employing Feng Shui Principles 15 about toonamnmies-the
eeonomies of our frture. “T've been lectured time and time again
about how T can't mix my cthics with my business and turn o profs
it,” she zaid, I don't want to turn a profit if it means Lhat my grand-
children have to swim in a bav with oil-streaks everywhere, or hike
in & clear cut forest. This is about combining economics with pom-
mon sense” And for any navsayvers, Lo Preste can show o that il
pencils vt quite handsomely,

Lo Preste doesn't plan to rest on any laurels, though, Encomnvaged
by the interest of the Port of San Do and the tidelands business
commnnity, she plans to wse Sun Harbor as g protolype which will
inspire others to follow suit. Within the project itself there is a
rocm dedicated to LEED certifioation information and other envis
ronmentally oriented projects, such as shade grown, arganic Fair
Trade coffee, that Lo Preste has embraced, Mary Lou may just hit
the road to tour the project and raise consdiousness abaot the faa-
sibility of making LEED work. So far, Lo Preste says, “husiness peo-
plee don't warm to the idea oo readily, It seems like the concept is so
new and requires so much more thought and monkey that they ane
not willing to po the extrs 8 vards”

Bt for Lo Preste, changing people’s ways talss time and
commitment. Tf the new Sun Harbor is any indication of this
wiman's persistence, we'll all he seving some changes in the way
peoplie think and do business,

Lo Preste has been in the sportfishing and marina business for aver
three decades, is the co-fonnder of Eveake Thnee Theater, and sits
on the boards of The San Diego Purt & Tenants Azsovtation,
Peninsula Chamber of Commerce, and the San Diegn Performing
Arts Leagme,
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